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EMPLOYMENT AND UNE 


MPLOY:AENT = JUNE 


UARTGR, 1941. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, indicating the move- 
ment of Employment and Unemployment TEEQUgHOUS Australia have been issued by the acting 


| Commonwealth Statistician. 


Employment s 


The total numbers of persons in employment in Australie (inclu- 


sive of full time equivalent of relief workers but exclusive of members of defence forces) 


are estimated to be approximately as 
subject to slight revision:- 


follows. 


The figures are preliminary estimates, 


ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PERSONS IN BiPLOYRaNT (AUSTRALIA) 
Total for six ux States 





Average for Year 1938-39 - 2,126,000 
‘Lonth of 1939 1940 
Tivty <2! *2y1e0,000 2,172,000 
hugust .. 2,125,000 2,183,000 
September 2,135,000 2,207,000 
October.. 28,164,000 2,221,000 
November 2,184,000 25238, 000 
December 2,216,000 3,283,000 
1940 1941 
- January.» 2,175,000 2,241,000 
| February 2,183,000 25253, 000 
| March =. 2 "193 ,000(a) 2,268,000 
: April sy 3.178, 000(a) 2,263,000 
: May ..  2,157,000(2) 2,278,000 
June ote 2,171,000 


(a) affectsd by dispute in coal 
IMining industry. 
The figures include considerable numbers who are not normally available as 

“ | wags earners, but who work for wages ouly geasonally e.g. during December at Christmas 
,| Shopping trade and between December and March in fruit canning etc. They include also 
wo areble numbers whose work is seasonal in character (e.g. in the sugar industry, har- 

vesting and shearing) and others whose Bmpr eyaens is intermittent, 6.g. waterside workers, 
building tradesmen etc. Since the early part of 1940 increasing numbers of persons who 
would not normally be available as wage earners have entered employment to fill vacancies 


., occasioned by enlistments and by expansion of war work in industry. 
v4 


i Analysis of the Increase in limployment: Making due allowances for fluctuations 

41 in seasonal and intermittent work it is evident that the total number in employment in Aus- 
tralia has increased at an average rate of between 70,000 and 80,000 per year since the 
outbreak of war in September, 1939. 


TW 


Lil 


i 


Of this total increase in employment, rather more than two-thirds has occurred 
in factories and rather less than one-third in other employment. iiost of the increase in 
employment in factories hes been on war work, both directly in Government munition factor- 
ies and directly and indirectly on war contracts in private factories. The increase in 
numbers engaged on war work in factories, as distinct from civil production, cannot yet be 
stated but enquiries are being made. 


August 1939 (the month before the war) with those of 


/ Comparing the totals for 
gis of the increase is as follows (excluding members 


May, 1941 (the latest available) analy 
of defence forces)i- 


| Total Employment (Six States). 










increase 






Government {| unition- 














5 Factories (a) reas 12,000 
Private Factorioes(b) 534,000 
} Other Employment .. | 1,579,000 


TOTAL s 153, 000 


| (a) Ineludes Goverrment and quasi~-Government, ee aircraft and shipbuilding 
establishments and annexes (Totels are not quite eae le 


(pb) Including private factories engaged on war contracts 


° 


Unemployment: Estimates based on the Netionel Register indicate that in July - August 
1939 (immediately before the outbreak of war) there were approximately 263,000 wage- 
earners unemployed in Australia. It ig estimated that of these approximately 40,000 
were unemployed through illness, accident etc.; 118,000 were registered as unemployed 
at State Labour Exchanges and 105,000 others unemployed were not so registered. 

Two major changes have occurred since that time: 

(a) the total number of wage-earners now employed in industry, enlisted in defence 
forces or remaining unemployed substantially exceeds the number who would 
normally have been available as wage-earners. The numbers of these addi- 
tional wage-eurners and the sources from which they have been derived cannot 
be estimated pending completion of investigations which are now in hand. It 
is believed, however, that they represent an increase of possibly 7 or 8 per 
cent. above the numbers of wage-earners normally available. As the war con- 
tinues and more wage-earners are withdrawn from civil production for defence 
forces and for production of munitions etc., it is enticipated that this "re- 
inforcement" of the numbers of wage-earners will continue to increase. Such 
« trend is not inconsistent with the continuance of a degree of unemployment 
among those who cannot readily find work or who cannot accept work owing to 
sickness or other disability. 

(%) the proportion of unemployed to totel numbers normally available as wage- 
earners has dcereased fron 11.1 per cent. in July 1939 to approximately 5 per 
cent. in wey, 1941. These relate to all causes including sickness and are 
dissected approximately as follows:- 

Proportion of Wage-Eerners Unemployed. 


July. 1939 Mey, 1941 
per cent. per cent. 


Registered unemployed <s Dyan 2.0 

Other available unemployed Ae 4.2 (1.2)(a) 

Unemployed through sickness, accident etc. LAG 2 eee 
Total: alt a6 5.0(a) 


acer 
carer ers rer eer 





(2) The proportion of other available unomployed in way, 1941 
is not ecccurately known but is relatively very smell. 


Exclusive of those unemployed through sickness, accident etc. the pro- 
portion of unemployed was 9.3 per cent. in July, 1939 and approximately 3.2 per cent. 
in may, 1941. Of the latter a considerable part consisted of unskilled workers, 


seesonel workers temporarily idle, and sone who were not readily employable at any work. 
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New South 
Wales 










Period Victoria 






Number of 
iimployees, 
1928-29. 
Index for - 
L936=3 7 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1939 = 


M. 98,068 
F. 51,198 
T.149,266 






M.129,539 
F. 44,581 
T.174,120 


































































































_"TExcluding Working Proprretors) 
Average for year 1928-29 = 100) 


(Bases 
















South 
Australia 


Western 
Australia 






Queensland 














M235, 581 
F. 7,855 
T.43,436 


1.29, 014 
F. 6,362 
T.35,376 


M.16,039 
F. 3,760 
T.19,799 



















Tasmania 




































Australia | 
Unad- Index Divided by Persons| 
j Index of Em-= 


Total Population loyed 

































August .. 39.4 LSet 546 
October.. 131 Pe} LLs<7 564 
November 133 134 | 138 |123 126 | 117 | 134 | 120 | 108 | 127 | 113 | 144 | 116 136.1 120.2 St 
December 134 132 | 138 | 119 P27 112th 134) ee Oot eee 146) 17 122.8 120.3 593 
1940 - 
January.. | 132 132) 137 | 110 WIS BO Ese ees (LOT. Ike PELOUN ES p20 (eve, LiGsT 565 
February 130{ 145; 133 138 | 140 | 111 LL5:| £22. 1143 | 225: | 108 | #23 | 111.1154.) 134 abe 120.3 573 
March .. | B31] 150/135 ¥40 | 142°} 215 1a Gri E23 fp T4S Vee POO Eee Ie 52.1135 28.4 | (b)121.9| (b)581 
April .. | 128} 148i)133 1359) 243 115-232) | 216 26. 1146 NSO 1Cs. Piet a poe 11454 ated | (b)121.5| (b) 579 
Way -- | 124] 146|(b129 137 | 141 {121 1 133 | 123} 122) 143°] 127 1108 1124 | 141) 149 | 473 4 Set | CHS .oP Cn ome 
Tne oe 1 130) 146/133 135 | 139 112611230 | 126 | 121 | 141 $124 | 106 | 123.) 110 1 147 | 150 9 120.9 Sry 
July (a) 35 141 130 123 109 122.1 583 
August .. 137 142 133 BA) 109 Wowetay, 59] 
September 139 147 134 130 111 126.3 603 
October.. 140 149 132 133 uta Tete? 610 
November 142 152 Tai sey 113 129.4 617 
December (c) 145 (c) | 155 | (c) | (ce) | 126 | (ce) | Ce) $24 | (Ce) tc) | 104 | (ce) | Cc) 132.0 630 
1941 - 
January.. 143 152 any Lae 113 129.6 618 
February 145 155 122 ide 116 132.4 631 
March .. 149 156 127 159 Liv 135.3 645 
April .. 149 156 127 159 117 15. 6 648 
May ree leet spite Lae) LESS) . 162 118 137.8 657 
(a) The annual and monthly indexes to June, 1940 are derived from complete totals. The monthly indexes from July, 1940 are derived from actual 
totais from practically all factories in New South Wales, from a complete record of munition factories in VLE tors ana South Australia pilus 
2 sample of other factories and from a sample representing approximutely 45 per cent. of factory employees in Queenslend, 49 per cent. in 


in Tasmania. The Australian index is a 


Western Australia and 55 per cent. 


sample and is haa to 
yet available 


amendment when fuller data are obtained. 


(b) Affected by 


weighted average. 


The index for Victoria is based on a small 
stoppage in coal industry, New South 


aos Pee iN ge 
WaleGe {c) NOt 









Month 






rere 





Index far - 
Resa-36 es 
1936-37 os 
1937-38 6 
| 1938-39 oe 
1939-40 ary 
| 

1939 = 

July ar 
| August ois 
September oe 
October oe 
November oe 
December a 
1940 - 

January oe 
February ee 
March ee 
April oe 
May oe 
June oe 
July a 
August oe 
September ss 
October ee 
November oe 











Number of 
Establishments 
now furnishing 
returns 


December es 
| 

1941 ~ 

January oe 
February ee 
March on 
April oe 
May oe 


New 
South 
Wales 


118 
124 
130 
132 
132 


133 
129 
£29 
130 
33 
148 


132 
135 
131 
129 
130 


130 
nlewl 
130 
fae 
130 
134 
152 


sah 
35 
132 
ite 


Sod 








134 | 147 





oa ma ae 
| 

Vic- | Queens- South 

toria land Aust= 
130 109 114 
137 Wala Ta: 
141 sla iS, 
42 ; 114 114 
144, aba te 
138 116 110 
Hy, 114 109 
HONE 114 112 
141 114 109 
147 nee / aber 
165 ibe enh 
144 tpi 111 
Lets) 114 Ae) 
140 ), 244 110 
144 116 atalat 
145 116 sual 
149 116 Atak 
142 416 110 
140 114 Delete 
142 LS elt 
14 Ababa 
148 aly 
174 127 


141 
145 
144 
146 


102 


2 SS See 


(Base: July, 1933 = 100) 
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114 
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Australia 





Tas- Unad- 
mania | justed 
Index 

Le 119.4 
A1g 124.7 
118 128.3 
33 130.0 
139 130.9 
138 129.4 
134 126.8 
iis 126.6 
35 128.1 
13:9 sls ke lS) 
154 147.8 
144 130.9 
138 130.0 
137 128.6 
137 129.5 
139 130.4 
138 isiikeat 
138 129.6 
37 128.3 
13%, 128.4 
138 128.9 
139 LSS—0 
152 £51.38 
141 130.0 
136 132.6 
{35 $3053 
P35: 130.8 
too 131.9 
14 939 





ae 
| | Index | 


Divided by 
Index of 
Total 
Population 


117.3 
ce 
124.0 
124.4 
124.2 


123.2 
120.6 
120.3 
121.8 
124.9 
140.1 


124.1 
123.2 
121.8 
122.65 
123.5 


aad 
122.6 
ees 
121.4 
abet ets} 
draorent 
asi 


123.0 
124.5 
123.3 
123.8 
124.8 


939 
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NEY SOUTH WALES - EMPLOYMENT. 


The following table, compiled by the Government Statistician of New South 
Jales, shows the approximete number of persons employed in the middle week of the months 
specified. 


























Number Employed 
by Employers 
with 10 or more 
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Total Employed in - 
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j { { 
Retail | Empl ss in- 
a sal” J neeas see . mployees in 
: Saslove : sale |ini 
ment employ torios cluding Trade Railways 
(a) ment | Res- | ae 
et | taurants) Tramways) merce 

Average ~ 

1937-38  .. | 828,750| 679,369| 217,300] 81,200] 27,438] 22,347] 20,841 

1938-39 . .. | 837,133] 686,569| 221,100] 82,450] 28,159] 23,305] 20,847 

1939-40 .. | 850,663] 698,255] 229,400] 82,782 | 28,388{ 23,500] 21,354 

939 - August 831,806 | 680,300 ake 80,570 27,962 24,033 20,695 

040 - Way .. {0837,120 (bs2,538| 226,100} 81,537 | 28,305] 2,852} 21,188 

June .. 856,296 | 700,155 | 233,200] 81,259 | 28,458] 23,771] 22,358 

July .. | 863,962 | 708,294 | 236,700) 82,030 | 28,480] 23,873] 21,572 

August 870,326 | 714,688 | 240,700| 81,426 | 28,516] 23,766] 21,430 

September | 874,076 | 719,777 | 243,000| 80,881 | 28,460] 23,903] 21,857 

October 879,881 1 724,971 | 246,300| 81,224 | 28,413] 24,016] 21,265 

November 883,378 | 728,178 | 249,100 83,741 28,630 Bay alg) aus) sleyeha 

December 905,041 | 749,122 | 254,700 95,008 Aos 09 24,111 Be OLS 

941 - January 883,911 | 721 ole.) 250,800 81,838 28,214 23,303 21,970 

February | 893,645 | 735,696 | 255,200| 84,237 | 28,603] 23,689] 21,037 

March .. 902,735 | 742,036 | 262,200 82,658 29,020 23,800 20,654 

April .. | 902,116 | 740,704 | 261,600} 83,067] 29,227| 23,631] 20,716 

wey (b) 906,567 | 743,586 | 264,600] 83,678 | 29,356} 23,750| 22,611 





(a) Excluding Rationed Relief Workers.  (b) For September, 1939, and subsequent months 
the figures exclude men in the Forces who were not on pay-sheets of private em- 
ployers. (c) Affected by an industrial dispute. 


EMPLOYMENT IN QUEENSLAND. 


The figures in the following table have been compiled by the Director of 
the Bureau of Industry of Queensland from census results, unemployed insurance contribu- 
tions, workers' compensation records, und shop and factory returns. 

QUBENSL:.ND_-_ EMPLOYMENT. 


LEON aE OT 














Numbers in Work 























: Employers and | Working 
Period Workers on Employees for No Total 
ee ore _Own Account ____ wages me As 
Average - 1937-38 a6 103 ,000 245 ,800 10,300 359, 100 
1938-39 as 105,100 2517 100 10,500 Sse o00 
1939-40 aie 106, 800 264,500 10,600 381,900 
Three Months ended = 
May, 1940 as 107, 100 265,800 10,600 383,500 
June, u aie 107,000 267,500 10,700 385,200 
July; MY ae 106,800 265,100 10,700 382,600 
August, Y ae 106,700 262,800 10,700 380,200 
September, " ; 106,700 262,200 10,700 379,600 
October, Ma ate 106, 800 263,000 10,700 380,500 
November, " We 106,900 263,700 10,800 381,400 
December, " ate 107,100 262,900 10,800 380,800 
January, 1941 is 107,200 265,700 10,900 383,800 
February, " ira 107,300 264,000 10,900 382,200 
March, : “i 107,400 264,900 10,900 383,200 
April, 1) : 107,400 264,900 11,000 383,300 
May , a ¥ 3 ___ 107,400 266,200 11,000 _ 384,600 
NOTES. 


4. The figures for cach month cre averages for three-monthly periods ending in the month 
shown and have been corrected for seasonal variation. 
2, Enlisted men have been excluded from the estimates of employment, and adjustments have 
been made to allow for the effect on employment of home-defence training. 
3, The figures shown above are not comparable with those shown for other States as they 
exclude some persons who were recorded as breadwinners at the 1933 Census. 
Dis 


TASMANIA 3 EMPLOYMENT 


The following table compiled from the wages tax returns of private employers 
in respect of their employees, whether subject to or not subject to tax, and from re- 
turns of Commonwealth, State and Local Government employment, gives the best measure 
available of the course of total employment in Tasmania. From July, 1940, total om- 
ployment in private industry is estimated from monthly figures collected by the Deputy 
Statistician and not from wages tax returns. 





t a ee en ere ee: eure meee 


Private Industry {| Public Authorities | 
<7, = Cis SRE OLS: Dek ea 
ie 












Total Employment 
Public and Private 





Period 




































viales | T°" | total | wales | "7 | Total | Males | Pe 
aera ___|_ males ; males | 
1927-38 34,001 | 10,685 | 44,686 | 10,561 | 1,825 [12,406 | 44,582 | 12,510 | 57,092 
1938-39 37,933 | 12,184 | 50,117 | 10,488 | 1,879 12,367 |48,421 | 14,063 | 62,484 
1939-40(a) | 39,659 | 13,151 | 52,810 | 10,725 | 1,972 |12,697 | 50,384 | 15,123 | 65,507 
| : | | 
1939-40 - (a) (a) (a) . (a) (a) (a) 
August + {37,442 |11,823 | 49,265 | 10,317 | 1,958 [izsats 47,759 |13,781 | 61,540 
October «._—: | 38,210 | 11,872 | 50,082 | 10,665 | 1,948 |12,613 | 48,875 | 13,820 | 62,695 
November .. | 38,966 |12,334 | 51,300 | 10,672 | 1,963 112,635 | 49,638 |14,297 | 63,935 





December .. | 40,082 113,341 | 53,423 | 10,960 [4,955 [12,915 | 51,042 | 15,296 | 66,338 








January .. | 41,954 113,904 | 55,855 | 10,828 | 1,865 |12,693 |52,779 {15,769 | 68,548 
February .. | 41,676 [13,230 | 54,906 | 11,051 | 1,993 |13,044 | 52,727 |15,223 | 67,950 
March .. | 42,088 | 14,918 | 57,006 | 11,097 | 1,999 113,096 |53,185 |16,917 | 70,102 
April .. (40,792 114,541 | 55,333 |11,060 | 2,039 |13,099 151,852 |16,580 | 68,432 
Mey .. | 41,048 114,359 | 55,407 | 11,035 | 2,019 113,054 |52,083 116,378 | 68,461 
June .. | 39,012 113,883 | 52,695 |10,531 | 2,024 112,555 149,543 |15,907 | 65,450 
1940-41 - 

July .. | 37,987 |13,956 | 51,943 | 10,187 | 2,069 |12,256 | 48,174 |16,025 | 64,199 
August .. {38,402 113,989 |52,300 | 9,881 | 2,078 |11,959 148,283 |15,976 | 64,259 
September .. |39,204 |14,624 |53,828 | 9,878 | 2,116 |11,994 |49,082 |16,740 | 65,822 
October .. |39,807 113,996 153,803 | 9,977 | 2,099 112,076 149,784 |16,095 | 65,879 


November oe 40,064 |13,975 [54,039 | 9,678 4,100 {11,778 (49,742 (16,075 165,817 
December Oe 40,446 114,974 | 55,420 [10,147 | 2,124 |12,271 | 50,593 |17,098 | 67,691 


January ». 142,512 115,985 |58,497 | 9,896 | 2,041 [11,937 |52,408 |18,026 | 70,434 
February .. {41,354 |14,118 155,472 | 9,889 | 2,159 112,048 |51,243 116,277 167,520 
| March .» |41,650 116,264 |57,914 | 9,978 | 2,144 112,122 |51,628 |18,208 | 70,036 
April .. | 40,827 115,496 | 56,323 |10,075 | 2,317 |12,392 |50,902 |17,813 | 68,715 
| May .. 140,198 |15,452 | 55,650 | 10,300 | 2,254 [12,554 |50,498 |17,706 | 68,204 


(2) Subject to revision. 


NOTES 


We For 1938-39 and previous years the figures in the table may be regarded as a 
virtually complete record of total employment based on final collected figures. They are 
@ combination of monthly figures received currently and annually, covering both private 
and public employment. They are deficient only to the inappreciable extent that some 
relief and other intermittent workers and domestic workers in private homes are not 
covered by the monthly returnse On the other hand, to the extent that they embrace the 
majority of workers subject to intermittent employment over the whole year, they reflect 
fully the seasonal and all other influences upon employment in Tasmania. 





2, As from July, 1939, the number of employees of public authorities is completely 
recorded, but the number of employees in private industry is estimated on the basis of 
‘returns covering about 44 per cent. of private employment. Extensive returns of other 
private employment have been collected for each month of 1939-40, and figures from July, 
1939, ure subject to revision on the oasis of these. 
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TRADE UNIUNS : FERCENTAGE UF iiiBBRS REPORTED AS UNEWPLOYED. 


The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade Unions 
according to returns supplied by Secretaries of Unions are given below. Comparisons of 
quarterly averages over the past two years and of previous high and low figures since 1911 
are as follow :- 


| AUSTRALIA. 
f 
Per Cent. Per Cent 
1911 December Quarter 4.7 1939 Warch Quarter 9.6 
1912 i Mt Sats: June 3 9.5 
LOLS z * Sed September " 10.2 
: 7 1} ‘t o) 
1919 December Quarter 54k Pec enter ous 
1932 June Quarter B20 1940 warch Quarter eo 
1936 e Mt 12% 8 June a 1045(a) 
1937 ui tt 9.7 September ” 7.4 
1938 M " 8.6 December " Bie 
1941 March Quarter oR 
June o 3.6 


The figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, and the conditions at 
the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest quarterly figures referred to herein 
Irelate to the middle of uey, 1941. 


—————— 


Number and membership of Trade Unions Keporting and Number_and 
Percentage of Unemployed - Merch quarter, 1929 to June quarter, 1941. 
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i a SS ot 
| March | dune | June June | ae Rte warch | 

Australia iQuerter Quarter |Quarter Quarter oe Quarter Quarter {Quarter 

iB 1932 1933 |1940(a) 1940 1940 1941 1941 
Number of Unions ee 396 | 394] 388 398 395 
Memborship oe 4|413,272 (415,059 |475,615 496,872 |508, 914 {514,379 1517, 696 

Unemployed ~ i |: 

Number i | 394159/129,948 /106,502 49,775 | 36,892| 31,491| 27,289| 18,595 

___rercentage os O43 tr BORO — 4 wal bed 366 





Although the unions reporting are not identical in successive quarters and 
the numbers vary slightiy, it is evident that there has been a substantial increase in 
membership concurrently with the decrease in numbers reported as unemployed. The returns 
relete to unions wnich embrace between 20 per cent. and 25 per cent. of wage earners, and 
for some States these constitute a more representative sample than for others. The table 
which follows, therefore, should not be read as indicating the relative degree of unem- 
ployment among unionists in the individuel Stetes but as an indicction of trend of unem- 
ployment among such unionists from quarter to quarter as reported by Secretaries of Trade 
Unions. 

Percentage of members of Trade Unions Reported ¢s Unemployed in exch State = 


Merch quarter, 1929 to June quarter, 1941. 


a ee RE En GPE I ERS EEE SI OE EL AE A SRE SEE OE MOS ES OE OE oe eet OF Oe nr corey ee en ee on ot ren er er ees oreo 
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— | Sep~- ! De- f 

| June | June June | tember} cember| March June 

| State Quarter Susi he En Une Se Quarter Quarter |Quarter Quarter)|yuarter 
23 1932 | 1933 :; 1940 1940 1940 1941 1941 
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a i i i i 
New South Wales . 3342 | 29.6 ‘es | oe 7.0 4.5 
Victoria ee Patou 23.0 | 606 5. Sina Aut 
Siccheinnd he {19.8 | 15.6 | 6.8 4. 5.9 4.2 
South Australia ip BM, ao. P 30.0 | 8.3 | 6. 3.9 2.8 
Western Australia «+ 5 30.3 26.0 526 6. 4.3 one 
Tagmania ae 9 Dileared 18.4 eee one) Sess Jy eee eee 
a nt et 3 * e Dla) | 4 ae 
AUSTRALLL: Ce ee CB So ch MS 





ep EE LE SE EN ~ 
(c.) In June quarter, 1940, codlmining employees out of work owing to the industrial dis- 


pute were excluded from the tabulation, but persons in other industries indirectly 
unemployed owing to the dispute were includéd. 


S. R. CARVER 
Acting Commonwealth Statistician. 
nee val Census and Stutistics 
Commonwealth Bureau of Vensus ond obitisilce» 
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GaNBURRA, A.G.-T. 23rd July, 1931. ce 


